Minutes of the 10" Steering Committee - Meeting of the CEA (the French Alternative Energies
and Atomic Energy Commission) and the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport

14th of April 2015, Ljubljana
Location: Ministry of Education, Science and Sport, Masarykova 16, Sl-Ljubljana

Participants:

SLOVENIA:

Ministry of Education Science and Sport:

Ms Tea Glazar, Secretary, the Head of International Cooperation and European Affairs Department,
Ministry of Education, Science and Sport

Mr Tomaz Boh, Secretary, the Head of Science Division, Science Directorate, Ministry of Education,
Science and Sport;

Mr Primoz Pristovéek, the Head of Department of Research Infrastructure and International
Cooperation, Slovenian Research Agency;

Ms Maja Kerzan, Analyst, International Cooperation and European Affairs Department, Ministry of
Education, Science and Sport.

Ministry of Infrastructure:

Mr Danijel Levi¢ar, Director — General, Directorate for Energy, Ministry of Infrastructure;
Ms Milena Cernilogar Radez, Secretary, Ministry of Infrastructure;

Ms Urska Dolingek, Undersecretary, Ministry of Infrastructure.

FRANCE:

CEA:

Mr Daniel Iracane, Deputy Director of International Affairs Division at CEA;
Ms Sophie Avril, European Affairs Officer at CEA.

General information:

After the presentation of all gathered participants at the 10th Steering Committee Meeting of the CEA
(the French Alternative Energies and Atomic Energy Commission) and the Ministry of Education,
Science and Sport, Ms Tea Glazar, the Head of the International Cooperation and EU Affairs Service
within the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport, made a welcome speech and then both sides
adopted the agenda of the meeting.

Ms Tea Glazar explained the general orientation in the field of bilateral scientific cooperation and
added that the cooperation with the French republic, especially with CEA, where we are dealing with
very important projects will continue also for the next period.

Further Mr Danijel Leviéar, the Director — General, from the Directorate for Energy, within the Ministry
of Infrastructure presented the information about a key national energy policy in the Republic of
Slovenia. Additionally he explained, that the Energy Directorate within the Ministry of Infrastructure
performs tasks relating to the efficient use of energy and to the provision of renewable sources of
energy, energy supply, sources of energy and mining. At the moment, the Ministry of Infrastructure is
preparing a fundamental energy policy document, the Energy Concept of Slovenia, which will set goals
for the sustainable development of the energy sector till the year 2055. The draft of this energy
concept will be prepared until the end of this year, and will pursue three pillars of energy policy:
security of supply, sustainability and competitiveness; the goal of increasing energy efficiency; and
energy supply from low-carbon energy sources. The goal is also to reduce the import dependence of
the Republic of Slovenia. Afterwards the debate was about the nuclear infrastructure in Slovenia (NPP
Krsko, Triga Research Reactor, ICJT — Nuclear Training Centre, ARAO — Agency for the management
of nuclear waste, SNSA — Nuclear safety reguiator).



Further the discussion was about the recent policy developments in the field of R&D and the
cooperation within the Horizon 2020, where we are more successful (related to first round of calls)
than we were within the 7th EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation. Mr Tomaz Boh,
the Head of Science Division, Science Directorate, within the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport
especially put the emphasis on the Research and Innovation Strategy of Slovenia 2011 - 2020 and
represented the research capacities in the Republic of Slovenia, including the biggest research
institute, the Jozef Stefan Institute. Additionally Mr Tomaz Boh informed about the preparation of the
Smart Specialization Strategy (RIS3), which is in line with the Research and Innovation Strategy
(RISS), as well as with the Slovenian Industrial Policy (SIP). The preparation of new programmes
within the RIS3 will be financed also by the EU Structural funds. The main challenge in the future will
be to establish an environment from the button up and not only from the up down approach. The RIS3
is planned to be finished in about 2 months. Important elements of the research policy are widening
participation instruments, where applicants from Slovenia were successful with 2 teaming applications
(passed first stage). Themes of these projects are well covered within draft RIS3 priorities. (Health
environment, renewable materials, linked with wood industry). Another important field, where Slovenia
will put effort is cooperation within the European Research Council. Namely, according to indicators of
scientific excellence Slovenian success rate in ERC calls is not satisfactory. Therefore we believe that
also some institutional adaptations are needed.

Mr Daniel Iracane, the Deputy Director of International Affairs Division at CEA, informed the Slovenian
side on the work of CEA, which is French government-funded technological research organisation,
and a prominent player in the European Research Area, which is involved in setting up collaborative
projects with many partners around the world. From 2006 on they are preparing a new Act about long
and lived waste (in 2013 they had a public debate). Within this Act there are 4 main objectives:
research and industry, building competences, research for science and support policy markers, which
will contribute to the creation of value and sustainable jobs. Mr Iracane put special emphasis on the
present situation, where open innovation processes are required. They are having a very expensive
pre-industrial pilot line, which is a start-up to test the projects from different topics. This is a reason to
have a very strong local support, while they are creating new jobs (750 patents by year; 10 start ups
per year, 200 on going contracts with industrial and academic partners, 1500 PhD students, 4500
public actions per year, and 150 new companies established since 1984).

Review of Projects in the period 2013-2014 and selection of projects for the period 2015-2017

The Steering Committee has surveyed the seven projects that have been approved for the period
2013-2014 and has positively evaluated their outputs.

In the joint Call for projects for the period 2015-2017 the Slovenian Research Agency received 20
proposals for joint research projects; CEA received 19 project proposals. Among the latter the Steering
Committee approved 7 projects for funding. The projects were selected based on the priority lists of
both sides. The projects will run for two years from 1.7.2015 to 30.6.2017.

The total funding by the Slovenian Research Agency is 420.000 EUR for the period 2015-2017. In
CEA funding is provided by the own budget of the unit concerned.

The results will be published on both sides in the week between the 20" and 24™ of April 2015. The
next call for the period 2016-2018 is planned to be launched in October 2015.

The next meeting should be programmed in France in 2016. CEA will take the initiative to propose the

dates to Slovenian partners. The status of current projects will be reviewed and the projects for the
period 2016-2018 will be selected during that meeting.
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