PROTOCOL

of the 5th   Meeting of the Joint Board for Scientific and Technological Cooperation

between the Republic of Slovenia  and the Czech Republic  

 Prague, 11 – 12 November 2003

The Joint Board, established in accordance with Article 9 of the Agreement on Scientific and Technological Cooperation between the Government of the Republic of Slovenia and the Government of the Czech Republic, signed in Ljubljana on 22 September 1995, held its fifth session in Prague between 11 – 12 November, 2003 in order to implement the above mentioned agreement.

The delegation of the Republic of Slovenia was headed by Mr. Niko Herakovič, State Undersecretary, Head of the Sector for International Scientific Cooperation, Ministry of Education, Science and Sport.

The delegation of the Czech Republic was headed by Mr. Petr Křenek, Director of the Department of International Cooperation in R&D, Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport.

The list of the two delegations is given in Annex 1.

The Joint Board adopted the following agenda:

1. Survey of the implementation of decisions of the 4th  Meeting of the Joint Board.

2. Selection and approval of the project proposals.

3. Financial support for the approved projects.

4. Preparation of the Working Programme for the Period 2005/2006.

5. Exchange of information about the current development of national S8T policies and               participation in EU activities

6. Closing provisions.

1.   Survey of the implementation of decisions of the 4th   Meeting of the Joint Board.

The Joint Board stated that the Slovene-Czech joint scientific and technological projects, approved on the 4th meeting of the Joint Board are proceeding according to the adopted plan. The Joint Board agreed with the prolongation of projects no.: 2/2001-2003, 27/2001-2003, 28/2001-2003 and 31/2001-2003, that should be formally finished by 31 July 2003, to continue activities till the end of 2003. Ongoing projects are listed in Annex 2.

2.   Selection and approval of the project proposals.

The project proposals were peer-reviewed by both Parties according to the procedures approved at the first Joint Board meeting. Based on their scientific merits and national priorities the Joint Board selected new projects, listed in Annex 3, with starting date 1 January, 2004.

Joint Board approved the prolongation of the project 1/2001-2003 till the end of June 2004  (Annex 4).  

3.  Financial support for the projects approved. 

The financial support means that the implementing institutions responsible for the overall management of the cooperation in science and technology between the two countries will cover the costs of the exchange of scientists, i.e. travel and accommodation costs in accordance with the previously agreed provisions:

3.1. The travel costs to and from the receiving country shall be covered by the sending Party. 

3.2. The receiving Party shall cover the costs of accommodation and the costs of living respectively as follows:

In Czech Republic:

In case of short and long term visits paid accommodation and daily allowance 600 Kč as a contribution for covering of living expenses. 

Preference will be given to use the university/academy accommodation facilities. 

In Slovenia:

In case of short term visits (maximum 12 days) paid accommodation and daily allowance as a contribution for covering of living expenses. In case of long term visits (1-3 months) paid accommodation and 400.- EURO (in SIT) monthly allowance as a contribution for covering of living expenses. Preference will be given to use the university/academic accommodation facilities. 

3.3. 
The amounts of daily and monthly allowance may be adjusted by the receiving Party according to the domestic inflation rate.

4. Preparation of the Working Programme for the period 2005/2006.

4.1. Both parties agreed to encourage the priorities of the EU in the field of science and technology. Priorities specific and important for both countries will be encouraged too. Both parties will support also bilateral projects leading to EUREKA, COST and other EU research activities.

4.2. The Joint Board agreed to publish next call for proposals not later than 31 March, 2004 with the deadline of submission not later than 30 June, 2004. The decision will be taken by the Joint Board in the second half of 2004. Projects approved by the Joint Board will start on 1 January, 2005. 

5. 
Exchange of information about the current development of national S8T policies            and  participation in EU activities

Both parties exchanged information about current development of national S8T policies and research programs. They also exchanged views and experiences about participation in 6th FP of the EU and the implementation of the ERA policies.

6.     Closing provisions

6.1. The implementing institutions being responsible for the cooperation in science and technology between the two countries are:

In the Czech Republic: 
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport




  
Department of International Cooperation




  
in Research and Development


  




  
Karmelitska 7, 118 12 Praha 1, 





Czech Republic


The institution being responsible for the administration of projects on Czech side has been:





Association of Innovative Entrepreneurship CR





Novotneho lavka 5





116 68 Prague

In Slovenia:
 
 
Ministry of Education, Science and Sport




 
Sector for International Scientific Cooperation




 
Trg OF 13, 1000 Ljubljana, 





Slovenia 

6.2. Both parties agreed to held the next meeting of the Joint Board in Slovenia, in the year 2004. 

6.3. The stipulations of this document shall come into force upon its signing and shall remain until the signing of the new Protocol.  

Signed in Prague, on 11 November, 2003, in two copies in English. 

On behalf of the 
On behalf of the

Slovene Delegation                                                                                        
  Czech Delegation

Mr. Niko Herakovič                                          
         Mr. Petr Křenek



ANNEX 1

                                                               List of participants
Slovenian Delegation:
Mr. Niko Herakovič
 
State Undersecretary, Head of the Sector for International Scientific Cooperation, Ministry of Education, Science and Sport, Head of the delegation, 

Mr. Bojan Jenko

State Undersecretary, Office of Science, Ministry of Education, Science and Sport, Member of the delegation,

Ms. Slavi Krušič

Counsellor to the Government, Department for International Bilateral Scientific Cooperation, Ministry of Education, Science and Sport, Secretary of the delegation.
Czech Delegation:

Mr. Petr Křenek

Director of the Department for International Cooperation in R&D, Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport, Head of the Delegation,
Ms. Věra Mísařová

Association of Innovative Entrepreneurship of the Czech Republic, 

Ms. Alena Solničková

Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic,

Mr. Jan Talíř  


Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport, Secretary of the delegation.
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