PROTOCOL

of the Third Meeting of the Joint Slovenian-Ukrainian Committee on Scientific and Technological Co-operation 

Ljubljana, September 20-21, 2006 

In conformity with the Agreement between Government of the Republic of Slovenia and the Government of Ukraine on cultural, educational and scientific cooperation, signed on May 12, 1997, and in compliance with the Working Program on Scientific and Technological Cooperation between the Government of the Republic of Slovenia and the Government of Ukraine for 2002-2005 (hereinafter referred to as the Program of Cooperation), signed on July 12, 2002 and amended on November 22, 2004, held its third session in Ljubljana on September 20-21, 2006.

The delegation of the Republic of Slovenia was headed by Ms. Alenka Kocjan, Head, Department of Bilateral Cooperation, Office of International Cooperation and European Affairs, Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology of the Republic of Slovenia. 

The delegation of Ukraine was headed by Mr. Viktor Svizhenko, Director, Department for Scientific and Technological Development, Ministry of Ukraine for Education and Science. 

The list of the two delegations is given in Annex 1.

The Joint Committee adopted the following agenda:

1.  Exchange of information on Science & Technology 

2.  Survey of the implementation of the decisions of the 2nd Joint Committee Meeting

3.  Selection and approval of the project proposals for the period 2007 –2008

4.  Financial support for the approved projects

5.  Preparation of the Working Program for the Period 2009-2010.

6.  Closing provisions

Ad 1. Exchange of information on Science & Technology
The Parties informed each other about the latest developments in the R&D sector in their respective countries. The experience stemming from bilateral and international cooperation (including participation in international R&D programs) of the two countries was exchanged. Both Parties expressed their confidence that the implementation of the Executive Program for the period 2007 – 2008 will contribute significantly to the development of beneficial links between S&T institutions, universities and scientists of both countries. The Parties agreed to encourage their researchers to jointly participate in EU projects.

Ad 2. Survey of the implementation of the decisions of the 2nd Joint Committee Meeting

The Joint Committee stated that both sides announced the call for proposals for joint activities for the period 2007 - 2008 in the year 2006. 

The Joint Committee stated that the joint research projects, included into the working program for the period 2005-2006 are being implemented without major difficulties and that the principal investigators are requested to present the final reports of the joint research projects by January 31, 2007.
Ad 3. Selection and approval of new project proposals
The Joint Committee established that the Slovenian side received 18 project proposals and one proposal for a one year extension of the project, and the Ukrainian side received 22 project proposals.

The project proposals were peer-reviewed by both sides according to the procedures of each side. Based on their scientific merit the Joint Committee selected the projects listed in Annex 2 for financing in the period from January 1, 2007 to December 31, 2008. 
Ad 4. Financial support for the approved projects 

The implementing institutions in charge of management of cooperation in science and technology between the two countries will cover the costs of the exchange of scientists, i.e. travel and accommodation costs in accordance with the Clause 7 of the Part 2 of the Program of Cooperation.

The Joint Committee decided that one visit of 14 days or two visits of 7 days from Slovenia to Ukraine, and up to 30 man/days from Ukraine to Slovenia would be funded.

Ad 5. Preparation of the Working Program for the Period 2009-2010.

5.1 The Joint Committee agreed to publish the next call for proposals not later than March 31, 2008 with the deadline for submission of project proposals not later than June 30, 2008. The funding decision will be taken by the Joint Committee in the second half of 2008. Projects approved by the Joint Committee shall start on January 1, 2009. 

5.2 The priority fields of co-operation will be as follows: 

· information and communication technologies (including computer science and

      informatics);

· advanced materials and nanotechnologies;

· biotechnology;

· complex systems and innovative technologies;

· natural sciences;

· environmental protection and research

· humanities and social sciences

5.3. The parties agreed to encourage the cooperation of young scientists especially at the

       postdoctoral level.

5.4. The parties agreed to encourage the cooperation between the Slovenian technology centers,

       clusters and technology networks and their Ukrainian equivalents.

Ad 6. Closing provisions


According to the Clause 1 of Part II of the Program of Cooperation the Joint Committee 


agreed that the implementing 
institutions in charge of the co-operation in science and 


technology between the two countries would be as follows:

In the Republic of Slovenia:

Ministry of Higher Eucation, Science and Technology






Trg OF 13, SI-1000 Ljubljana 






Tel.: 386-1- 478 46 00






Fax: 386-1- 478 47 19






E-mail: info@gov.si
 






Internet: www.mvzt.gov.si

and






Slovenian Research Agency






Tivolska 30, SI-1000 Ljubljana 






Tel.: 386-1- 478 46 00






Fax: 386-1- 478 47 19






E-mail: info@arrs.si
 






Internet: www.arrs.gov.si

In Ukraine:



Ministry of Ukraine for Education and Science






Department of International Cooperation and European 






Integration






Tel.: + 380 44 246 38 34






Fax:  +380 44 246 38 34






E-mail: o_maksimova@mon.gov.ua






Internet: www.mon.gov.ua

The two sides agreed to hold the next meeting of the Joint Committee in the second half of 2008 in Ukraine. The exact date of the meeting shall be fixed via correspondence.
The stipulations of this document shall come into force upon its signing and shall remain in force until the next Joint Committee Meeting. 

Signed in Ljubljana, on September 20, 2006, in two copies in English. 

On behalf of the 
On behalf of the

Slovenian delegation
Ukrainian delegation
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List of participants

Delegation of the Republic of Slovenia:

	Ms. Alenka KOCJAN
	Head, Department of Bilateral Cooperation, Office of International Cooperation and European Affairs,
Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology of the Republic of Slovenia

Co-chair of the Joint Committee



	Mr. Bojan JENKO
	Secretary, Directorate of Science and Higher Education, Department of Science, Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology



	Mr. Gašper HRASTELJ


	Personal Counsellor to the Minister for International Cooperation, Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology



	Ms. Alenka MIHAILOVSKI
	Undersecretary, Office of International Cooperation and European Affairs, Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology

Secretary of the Joint Committee


Delegation of Ukraine 

	Mr. Viktor SVIZHENKO
	Director, Department for Scientific and Technological Development Ministry of Education of Ukraine,

Co-chair of the Joint Committee



	Ms. Olena MAKSIMOVA
	Chief Specialist, Department for International Cooperation and European Integration, Ministry of Education of Ukraine, Secretary of the Joint Committee



	Mr. Mark MARTYNIUK 
	1st Secretary, Deputy Head, Trade and Economic Mission, Embassy of Ukraine in Ljubljana





