PROTOCOL OF THE SECOND MEETING OF

THE INDO-SLOVENIAN JOINT WORKING GROUP

ON THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL COOPERATION

EXECUTIVE PROGRAMME FOR THE YEARS 2004-2006
The second meeting of the Indo-Slovenian Joint Working Group on Scientific and Technological Cooperation, established in pursuance of the Article 5 of the Agreement, signed at New Delhi on 1st January 1995, between the Government of the Republic of India and the Government of the Republic of Slovenia on scientific and technological cooperation, was held in New Delhi on 10th September, 2004. The Indian and Slovenian delegations were led by Shri YP Kumar, Adviser & Head, International Division, Department of Science & Technology (DST), and Mr. Niko Herakovic, State Undersecretary for Ministry of Education, Science & Sports (MESS), respectively. The list of participants is placed at Annexure-I. The agenda adopted for the meeting by the Joint Working Group is placed at Annexure-II.

1.
Opening session
Mr. YP Kumar welcomed the Slovenian delegation and introduced the members of the Indian delegation. He expressed a need to re-vitalize the bilateral scientific cooperation, which has been rather dormant since the first meeting of the Joint Working Group at Ljubljana during 4-10 February 1997. 

Mr Niko  Herakovic thanked the Indian side for the efforts made for the preparation of this meeting and introduced the members of the Slovene Delegation. 

2.
Exchange of information on Science & Technology 
The Parties informed each other about the latest developments in the R&D sector in their respective countries. The experience stemming from bilateral and international cooperation (including participation in international R&D programmes) of the two countries was exchanged. Both Parties expressed their confidence that the implementation of the Executive Programme for the years 2004-2006 will contribute significantly to the development of beneficial links between S&T institutions, universities and scientists of both countries. On the Indian side, presentations were made by Department of Science & Technology (Drug and Pharmaceutical and Science Communication Group), Department of Biotechnology, Indian National Science Academy, Indian Agricultural Research Institute and Indian Council of Medical Research.

3.
Consideration of new joint activities 

The Joint Working Group selected the new projects listed in Annexure-III for implementation during the period 2004-2006 after completion of the evaluation procedures. The Joint Working Group also recommended that a fresh call for proposals should be made in January 2005. Call may remain open till 31st March 2005.
The Joint Working Group was of the view that in order to boost bilateral cooperation, joint workshops be organized in identified areas. Efforts shall be made by both Sides to invite the participation of industry in these workshops. The Joint Working Group observed that Pharmaceutical Research, Nanotechnology & Materials, Molecular  Biology & Biotechnology and Information Technology  are potential areas of immediate bilateral cooperation. 

 
The Joint Working Group recommended exploratory visits as a possible tool for the development of joint research projects and agreed to support such visits. The Joint Working Group also recommended receiving  young scientists each year from each side.

4.
Administrative and Financial Terms
Following are the financial terms for the visit of the scientists on the basis of the programme of Cooperation in Science & Technology between India and Slovenia:

4.1.
The sending side shall provide international fare to the capital city of the host side and would also provide medical insurance to their nominees for the visit duration.

4.2. The receiving side shall make the following arrangements:

4.2.1 The Slovenian scientists visiting India shall be paid a per diem amount of Rs.500/- per day in case of short term visit (up to 14 days) and Rs.10,000/- per month in case of long term visit towards food and out of pocket allowances. The Indian Scientists visiting Slovenia on short term basis shall be provided a per diem amount in case of short term visit (approximately 20 € in Slovenian currency) and a monthly allowance in case of long term visit (approximately 400 € in Slovenian currency), according to the Slovenian rules and regulations, for similar purposes.

4.2.2 The receiving side shall provide for the in-country travel of the visiting scientists from the capital city to the place of the visiting institute(s).

4.2.3 The receiving side shall arrange picking/dropping at/from the airport as well as transport pertaining to official engagements when necessary.

4.2.4 Airport tax, if any, shall be paid by the receiving side.

4.3.
If necessary, the financial terms may be revised after mutual consultations between the two sides.

5.
Any Other Item

5.1.
Slovenian delegation visited Nuclear Science Centre, Indian Institute of Technology, University of Delhi, National Physical Laboratory, Indian Agricultural Research Institute, National Bureau of Plant Genetic Research and Institute of Genomics & Integrated Biology (as per Annexure-IV).

5.2.
Slovenian side suggested the use of potentials of the International Centre for Promotion of Enterprises (ICPE), Ljubljana, in the field of scientific research. The activities may include the area of South-Eastern Europe as well as participation in the EU research programme.

It was agreed to hold the next meeting of the Joint Working Group in Slovenia during the fourth quarter of 2005.

Done  at  New Delhi on  10th September  2004 in two originals in English language, both texts being the same.
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Annexure – I
SECOND MEETING OF THE 

INDO-SLOVENIAN JOINT WORKING GROUP 

ON THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL COOPERATION
New Delhi, September 10, 2004

 List of participants

Indian side 

1. Mr. YP Kumar, Adviser & Head, International Division, Department of Science & Technology, (Co-chairman) 

2.  Dr S.K. Sahni, Executive Secretary, Indian National Science Academy

3. Dr R.K. Mittal, Principal Scientist, Indian Council of Agriculture Research 

4. Dr Shashi Ahuja, Scientist F, National Council of Science & Technology Communication, Department of Science & Technology

5. Dr GJ Samanatham, Scientist F, Drug & Pharmaceuticals Group, International Division, Department of Science & Technology

6. Dr Rajiv Sharma, Scientist F, International Division, Department of Science & Technology

7. Dr Mukesh Kumar, Assistant Director General, Indian Council of Medical Research,
8. Ms. Swati Kulkarni, Deputy Secretary (Europe-II), Ministry of External Affairs

9. Dr  (Ms) S.V.Gupta, Principal Scientific Officer,  Department of Biotechnology
10. Mr Sanjeev K Varshney, Scientist E, International Division, Department of Science & Technology

SLOVENIAN side 

1. Mr. Niko Herakovic, State Undersecretary, Ministry of Education, Science and Sports (Co-chairman) 

2. Mr. Tomaz Mencin, CDA Embassy of the Republic of Slovenia, New Delhi

3. Ms Alenka Mihailovski, Counsellor, Department of International Cooperation, Ministry of Education, Science and Sports

4. Mr Bogdan Batic, Second Secretary, Embassy of the Republic of Slovenia, New Delhi

Annexure-II

SECOND MEETING OF THE INDO-SLOVENIAN JOINT WORKING GROUP

ON THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL COOPERATION

10th September 2004

11:00 Hours

Diwan-e-Khas Hall, Hotel Tajmahal, Mansingh Road
AGENDA

1. Opening session

2. Exchange of information on Science & Technology policies
3. Consideration of new joint activities

4. Administrative and financial terms 

5. Any other item 

6. Conclusion of the Protocol 

Annexure-III

SECOND MEETING OF THE INDO-SLOVENIAN JOINT WORKING GROUP

ON THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL COOPERATION

LIST OF NEW APPROVED PROJECT PROPOSALS 

	P-1

Recd on 29.08.03
	QSAR of Antituberculosis Drugs : A comparision of statistical and neural net Mthods
	Dr Manish Chandra Bagchi

Scientist ‘E II’

Indian Institute of Chemical Biology

4, Raja S.C. Mullick Road

Jadavpur Calcutta-700032

Tel: 033 2473 3491

Fax: 033-24735197

EM:mgbagchi@iicb.res.in
	Dr Marjan Vracko Grobelsek

Sr. Scientists

National Institute of Chemistry

Hajdrihova 19, 1000 Ljubljana

Slovania

Tel: 00386 1 4760315

FEM: marjan.vracko@ki.si
Fax: 00386 1 4760300

	P-3

Recd on 18.09.2003
	Interaction between endotoxin and peptides and proteins for better insight into the mechanism and treatment of sepsis
	Prof Avadhesha Surolia

Molecular Biophysics Unit

Indian Institute of Science

Bangalore-560012

Tel: 080-2932460/2932714

Fax:080-3600535

Co-PI: Dr Namita Surolia
	Prof Roman Jerala

Department of Biotechnology

National Institute of Chemistry, Hajdriova 19, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia

Tel: +386 1 476 0335

Fax: +386 1 476 0300

EM:roman.jerala@ki.si

	P-4

Recd on 23.10.03
	Study of some physical properties and critical behaviour of weakly perturbed soft matter systems
	Prof Bijoy Krishna Chaudhury, Department of Solid State Physics, Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science, Jadavpur, Kolkata-700032

Tel: 033 2473 4971/3372

Fax: 033 2473 2805

EM:sspbkc@rediffmail.com
	Prof Samo Kralj

Faculty of Education, University of Maribor, Koroska 160, 2000, Maribof,Slovenia

Tel: 00386 031 389 278

Fax: 00386 (2) 2518 180

EM:samo.kralj@uni-mb.si


