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On the basis of article 12 of the Law on Research and Development (Official Gazette of RS, No.22/06), Declaration on the foundation of the Public Research Agency of the Republic of Slovenia (Official Gazette of RS 123/03, Regulations on Implementation Procedures of the Budget of the Republic of Slovenia (Official Gazette of RS, no. 12/05, 49/05, 39/05 and 05/07) and on the basis of the ratification of the Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Slovenia and the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland on co-operation in Culture, Education and Science (Official Gazette of RS, No. 33/94, MP (Int. Agr No. 7/94) and on the basis of the directives of the Ministry for Higher education, science and technology of the Republic of Slovenia through the 7th Protocol  of the Slovenian-British Joint Board, that was held in Ljubljana on December 9, 2006 and on the basis of the directives for the methodology for the realization of international research and development projects the Slovenian Research Agency announces

PUBLIC CALL FOR PROPOSALS

For co-financed  Research Networks Projects between the Republic of Slovenia and  the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland for the period from 1 January to 31 December 2008

1. Providers of the Budgetary Funds: Public 

· Slovenian Research Agency ,Tivolska cesta 30, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia

· British Council Slovenia, Tivolska cesta 30, 1000 Ljubljana

The funding available for the implementation of the call for proposals is GBP 10.000 from the British side and 20.000 EUR from the Slovenian side.
2. This Call for Proposals refers to co-financing of the following forms of co-operation: 

      I.          Exchange of researchers working on joint scientific research,

II. Science and Society, projects to develop the debate between scientists and the wider public,

III. Science and Education, projects to develop the teaching of science in the educational system.

I. Exchange of researchers working on joint scientific research

a) 
Projects will be financed by Slovenian Research Agency and the British Council on the
         
following principles:
The British Council will pay the British partner or their institution a travel grant of GBP 200 if flying from London or GBP 250 from elsewhere in the UK towards travel costs to Slovenia. The Slovenian Research Agency will cover the costs of accommodation and local transport for the British project partner during their stay in Slovenia. Accommodation could be in the House for postgraduate students in Ljubljana and Maribor or possibly in a hotel (100 EUR per day) and a daily allowance according to national legislation as a contribution to covering the living expenses of the British partner.
The British Council will pay the Slovene partner or their institution a grant of GBP 400 towards the cost of accommodation and subsistence for their visit to the UK, and the Slovenian Research Agency will cover the international travel costs to visit the partner in the UK. 

b)  For each project co-financing is intended to facilitate one visit lasting up to seven days  

     in each country.

c) Project proposals are invited in the following areas:

· climate change: processes and responses 

· energy security: renewable energy and energy efficiency 
· social sciences: projects that relate to intercultural understanding 
· Developing the knowledge economy and creativity.
d) Priority will be given to: 
· projects involving younger researchers at the start of their career in international collaboration

· projects with potential for seeking subsequent EU funding within EU science programmes

· projects with any other (third) EU Partner

· projects between organisations and institutions in Slovenia and the United Kingdom who do not yet have any established links. 

e) All project proposals need to include proposals for the public presentation and discussion of the project (subject to any commercially sensitive information), as well as in science supplements in the daily press.

Projects should not be for the purposes of PhD study, although PhD students may be involved.

II.  Science and Society, projects to develop the debate between scientists and the wider public
a) The objective of the programme is to enhance the effectiveness of the dialogue between scientists and the wider public in Slovenia based on the experience of similar programmes in the United Kingdom.

b) Proposals may include the media (television, newspapers, journals, e-media) as well as workshops and seminars.

c) Subjects may cover any field of science.

d) Applicants can be individuals, organisations in the private and public sectors, and NGOs. 

e) The programme proposed does not necessarily involve exchange visits.

f) Proposals should be discussed in advance with the British Council and the Slovenian Research Agency (without prejudice to the final decision) and should include a breakdown of costs.

    g)    Funding for successful proposals will be decided on a case by case basis but will not 

           exceed GBP 1.300 or the equivalent in EURO.

III.  
Science and Education, projects to develop the teaching of science in the education system 

a) The objective is to develop and improve the teaching and learning of science within the educational system on all levels of education - including lifelong learning programmes.

b) Applicants may be teachers, organisations and institutions in the private and public sectors. Priority will be given to projects with one or more of the following features:

· Science teacher development / external evaluation of teaching performance
· Science curriculum development
· Development of self-sustaining student exchanges or links (including preparations for EU programmes)
· Development of joint educational programmes (e.g. joint degrees).
     c)
The programme proposed does not necessarily have to involve exchange visits.

d) Proposals should be discussed in advance with the British Council and the Slovenian Research Agency (without prejudice to the final decision).
e) Funding for successful proposals will be decided on a case by case basis but will not exceed GBP 1.300 or the equivalent in EURO.

3.  Conditions and requirements:

Applications for projects and visits should be presented on the forms of the Slovenian Research Agency and on the forms of the British Council in the English language, with relevant parts also in Slovene. The signature of the Slovene partner must be accompanied by the official seal of their institution.
 Project proposals under I. “Exchange of researchers working on joint scientific research” should be linked to programmes of public research organisations; or to projects of basic and applied research financed by the Slovenian Research agency ; or to international projects (for example co-operation within the activities of 6. and 7. EU Framework Programmes in the field of research and technological development).
However, exceptions may be made to accommodate innovative new proposals prepared in co-operation with NGOs, especially in the field of technology transfer and environmental protection. 

The applicants may be national legal and physical entities, who perform research activities and who meet the requirements defined in the Law on Research Activities (Official Gazette of RS, No.22/06).

4. How to apply:   
a) Applications should be submitted on the official application form. 
b) Application forms will be available at the Slovenian Research Agency, Tivolska cesta 30, 1000 Ljubljana.  After the publication of the call for project proposals in the Official gazette of RS, the application form along with all relevant information will also be available on the Agency´s and the British Council’s homepages (www.arrs.gov.si/sl/razpisi and  www.britishcouncil.si. )
c) The application for co-financing under this Call for project proposals should include the following elements:

· basic data on the project (title, field), 

· contact data on Slovene and British partners and professional biography (CV),
· description data of the project (objectives, duration),
· benefits for the Slovene and for the British side,
· information on previous contacts with the British Council and co-financing from their side,
· other possible sources of co-financing,
· proposal of visits for the period 1 January 2008 – 31 December 2008,

c)  
Written proposals with any attached documentation must be submitted in sealed envelopes labelled ''Do not  open –  Application for Research Networks Projects” and sent to the following  addresses: 

                                Slovenian Research Agency 

                                   Tivolska cesta 30, 

                                   1000 Ljubljana.

                                          and

                               British Council

                                 Tivoli Center

                                 Tivolska cesta 30 

                                 1000 Ljubljana                     
d)
The applicant should send with the hard copy a written statement confirming that the application in electronic form is identical to the hard copy.
e)
An electronic copy of the application form should also be sent by e-mail to the following addresses: razpis-UK2008@arrs.si and dora.glassford@britishcouncil.si
f)
Applications must be received by 12.00 noon on Friday, 19 October 2007.
g)
Late and inadequately labelled applications will not be considered by the Commission and will be returned to the address of the applicants.  
5.   Selection of proposals:

The Expert Commission of the Slovenian Research Agency will take care of the opening of applications which will take place in the premises of the Slovenian Research Agency, International Section.    
The applications for co-financing will be evaluated by an expert commission nominated by the Slovenian Research Agency and by the British Council.
The evaluation will consider: 

· basic data on the project (title, field),

· scientific relevance / excellence of the research projects,

· inclusion of young researchers,

· references of the lead project partner and their group,

· benefits for the Slovene and the British sides,

· technical data on the project (background, objectives, outputs).

Evaluated project proposals will be discussed at a joint meeting of the representatives of the British Council, the Ministry of higher education, science and technology and Slovenian Research Agency at which selected projects will be confirmed.

Decisions on confirmed awards will be issued by the Executive Council of the Slovenian Research Agency and the British Council as soon as possible after evaluation and selection have taken place, and no later than 21 December 2007
6.  
The anticipated starting date for accepted proposals is 1 January 2008 and approved activities are expected to have taken place by 31 December 2008
The United Kingdom’s international organisation for educational opportunities and cultural relations. We are registered in England as a charity.
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