PROTOCOL

on the 5th Meeting of the Slovenian-Argentinean Mixed Commission on Scientific and Technological Cooperation

Program of Scientific and Technological Cooperation for the period 2006 – 2008

The fifth meeting of the Slovenian - Argentinean Mixed Commission on Scientific and Technological Cooperation, established in pursuance of the Article 3 of the Agreement on Scientific and Technological Cooperation between the Government of the Republic of Slovenia and the Government of the Republic of Argentina, signed in Ljubljana on November 3, 1997, was held in Ljubljana on September 26 to 27, 2005.  The Slovenian and Argentinean delegations were headed by Ms. Alenka Kocjan, Head, Bilateral Cooperation Department, Office of International Cooperation and European Affairs, Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology (MHEST) and Ms. Agueda Menvielle, Director, Direction of International Relations, Secretariat of Science, Technology and Productive Innovation (SECyT), respectively. The list of participants is in Annex I. The agenda adopted for the meeting by the Mixed Commission is in Annex II.

1.
Opening Session
Ms. Kocjan welcomed the Argentinean delegation and introduced the members of the Slovenian delegation, presented the bilateral cooperation of Slovenia, and expressed the desire to deepen and expand the bilateral scientific cooperation between the two countries. 

Ms. Menvielle thanked the Slovenian side for the efforts made for the preparation of this meeting and shared the opinion that scientific and technological cooperation between the Republic of Slovenia and the Republic of Argentina is one of the most important areas of bilateral cooperation. 

2.
Exchange of Information on Science & Technology 
The Parties informed each other about the latest developments in the R&D sector in their respective countries. The experience stemming from bilateral and international cooperation (including participation in international R&D programs) of the two countries was exchanged. Both Parties expressed their confidence that the implementation of the Program for the years 2006-2008 will contribute significantly to the development of beneficial links between S&T institutions, universities and scientists of both countries. On the Slovenian side, presentations were made by Ms. Alenka Kocjan and Dr. Bojan Jenko,  both Office of International Cooperation and European Affairs, Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology of the Republic of Slovenia; on the Argentinean side a power point presentation about the activities in science and technology that the Direction of International Relations takes was made by Ms. Agueda Menvielle, Direction of International Relations, Secretariat of Science, Technology and Productive Innovation.

3.
Consideration of new joint activities 

The Mixed Commission reviewed, after completion of the evaluation procedures on both sides, the new project proposals received according to the call for proposals. The Commission approved for co-funding 8 (eight) new projects for the period January 1, 2006 – December 31, 2008.
The list of approved projects and the missions for the 3 (three) years are given in Annex III A, the list of not accepted projects in Annex III B, and the project submitted on Argentinean side and not submitted on the Slovenian side and therefore not considered by the Mixed Commission in Annex III C.

The Mixed Commission also recommended that a new call for proposals should be made in January 2008. The Call may remain open till 31st July 2008.

Both delegations agreed to encourage their scientists to jointly participate in the Framework programs of the European Union. Both sides will encourage mutual cooperation. 

Both sides support the idea of considering the possibility of establishing virtual centers in areas mutually agreed upon.

The Mixed Commission recommended exploratory visits as a possible tool for the development of joint research projects and agreed to support such visits. The Mixed Commission also recommended receiving young scientists each year from each side.

4.
Administrative and Financial Terms
By approving financial support to the projects, both sides confirm that the implementing agencies responsible for cooperation will cover the costs of the exchange of scientists.

The sending side shall cover the international travel costs to and from the receiving country (“point to point”).

The sending side shall inform its researchers, who perform exchange visits on the basis of this Protocol of the necessity to arrange adequate insurance for emergency, illnesses or accidents for the time of their stay in the receiving country, prior to their departure. 
The receiving side shall cover the costs of accommodation and the costs of living as follows:

In Slovenia:

In case of short-term visits (maximum 14 days), an equivalent of 15 € in local currency as daily allowance for meals, and accommodation costs in *** category hotels outside the capital. It is expected the accommodation in Ljubljana will be provided for in the “Residence for Graduate Students”.

In case of long-term visits (maximum 1 month), an equivalent of 400 € in local currency per month for meals, and accommodation in the “Residence Hall for Graduate Students Ljubljana or *** category hotels outside Ljubljana.

In Argentina:
In case of short-term visits (maximum 14 days) 120 $ (Argentinean Pesos) as daily allowance for meals and accommodation costs in hotels.

In case of long-term visits (maximum 1 month), 2500 $ (Argentinean Pesos) as monthly allowance for meals and accommodation costs in hotels.

5. The implementing agencies responsible for co-operation in science and technology between the two countries are:

In Slovenia:

Ministry of High Education, Science and Technology

Office of International Cooperation and European Affairs

Trg OF 13, SI-1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia

Tel.: 00386-1-478-4690

Fax:  00386-1-478-4719

e-mail: alenka.mihailovski@gov.si
and

Slovenian Research Agency

Trg OF 13, SI-1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia

Tel.: 00386-1-478-4667

Fax:  00386-1-478-4720

e-mail: blaz.golob@gov.si
In Argentina: 

Secretariat for Science, Technology and Productive Innovation

Direction of International Relations

Av. Córdoba 831 4th flour 

1054 Capital

Tel: 0054-11-4312-7512/3

Fax: 0054-11-4312-7203

e-mail: alibonat@correo.secyt.gov.ar
6.  The stipulations of this document shall come into force upon its signing and shall remain in force until a new document is signed.

Signed in Ljubljana on September 27, 2005 in two copies in English, each of them being equally valid.
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